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to end gun
violence
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Local historian

The Urban Collective team has stepped into the role of managing partners
of the storied yet challenged Manhattan Casino. L-R, Jabaar Edmond,
LaShante Keys, Trevor Mallory, Jason Bryant, Dan Soronen;
(seated) Tamisha Darling-Roberson and Ella K. Coffee

Urban Collective
re-invigorates
22 South Food Hall
BY J.A. JONES
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Early voting necessary

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG - Sitting
with the Urban Collective
team, it becomes quickly apparent that for the group, stepping into the role of managing
partners of the storied yet
challenged Manhattan Casino
is about legacy, history, and
love for the St. Pete community.
The seven members met
while attending a weekly political think tank on community

issues. That community-mindedness comes with deep ties:
more than half of the team are
St. Pete born and bred. And
with six out of seven Black
members, there is a strong
sense of identification with the
community members surrounding the Casino and Food
Hall.
“I was born and raised in St
Petersburg, right here on the
south side, so I grew up hearing my grandparents and parents talking about how this
was the place to be,” shared

real
estate
professional
Tamisha Darling-Roberson.
Thriving regardless of St.
Pete’s then-segregated environment, Darling-Roberson
said her elders would “get all
dressed up and come here,
and you would have some of
the greats playing.” Hearing
the pride of her elders and the
impact of the Manhattan
Casino motivated her to want
to help bring back that “brightness, that light within the community.”
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Part of the group of 27 from St. Petersburg who
toured Durham’s Black Wall Street during a trip
they say inspired the Sankofa project vision.
Photo courtesy of All Photos Considered

interested in leasing space
and enjoy complimentary
food and beverages.
The Sankofa project is one
element of the City’s Deuces
Rising plan and the community-led IGNITE Deuces initiative
to
inspire
the
end-to-end revitalization of
22nd Street (a.k.a., the
Deuces). The city has so far
committed $25 million to the
vision of reviving the Deuces
to its former glory over the
next decade, including invest-

BY MARK PARKER

ments in the development of
Sankofa on the Deuces, the
new Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum,
the redevelopment of Tangerine Plaza, streetscaping and
place-making.
The Sankofa facility is the
first in the Deuces Rising
portfolio to go vertical and is
the commercial component of
the three-part Sankofa Vision.
The broader project also includes new construction of

Unveiling of design concepts for
Sankofa on the Deuces, Oct. 5
ST. PETERSBURG – The
City of St. Petersburg and the
Sankofa Group invites residents, entrepreneurs, and
partners to attend a public
meeting presenting design
concepts and project updates
regarding Sankofa on The
Deuces is poised to become
the first-ever mixed-format
business facility in south St.
Petersburg.
The event will happen on
two platforms simultaneously,
on Oct. 5, from 6-8 p.m. Inperson attendees will gather
at the Historic Manhattan
Casino, 642 22nd St. S. Online attendees will participate
via Zoom.
Both events introduce the
facility’s external and internal
design ideas and the design
and construction team working on the project. A brief 30minute program by Deputy
Mayor Dr. Kanika Tomalin,
city architect James Jackson,
and Sankofa Group representatives will give essential details about the project goals
and schedule.
Live attendees will also be
able to network with project
partners and local businesses

Maress Scott talks to
community residents during
the 2nd Annual Stop the
Violence Walk on Friday,
Sept. 17, in honor of his son
Marquis, who was shot to
death in 2019 in
St. Petersburg.

ST. PETERSBURG – On Sept. 17,
2019, Maress Scott had dinner with
his son, Marquis Scott, before dropping him off at his grandmother’s
house, which was close to Marquis’s
appointment at the People Empowering & Restoring Communities office
the following day.
Maress Scott gave his son a bicycle to get to the appointment and told
him to go inside and say his prayers.
That would be the last time he would
ever see his son alive.
Marquis Scott was shot and
killed as he rode the bicycle around
the corner to visit a friend before bed.
A heartfelt memorial has adorned
the spot for the two years since that
tragic evening, but at first, all that was
left for Maress Scott was that bicycle
and a blood-soaked leaf.
Marquis Scott was 20 years old.
“After the hospital, we were there
all night waiting to find out. I went
back over, and it was taped off,” said
Scott. “The bicycle I had just given
him was still laying there.”
Scott went back early the following day, and the area was still cordoned off, but the bicycle was gone.
A crowd of kids had gathered, and
when Scott got out of his car, one approached him with a leaf.
“He said, ‘This is all that’s left of
your son,’ because some of my son’s
blood was on that leaf,” explained
Scott. “I remember feeling so sad
that they took my son. It wasn’t a fair
trade, and all they gave me back was
this leaf.”
In the two years since that unfair
trade, Scott and his family have made
it their mission to try and prevent
other families from having to feel that
same anguish.
“I know my wife told me a while
back that we had to do something because we had told ‘Quis that being a

See URBAN, page 2
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Are you interested in being a radio guest?
Radio Personality Princess Denise Wright
of Matters of the Heart Radio Ministry
is looking forward to you being a guest on
her global radio broadcasting network on
99.1 FM JAMS. Matters of the Heart Radio
Ministry has been broadcasting for the past 16 years locally and
internationally, all the way into Jamaica. For additional information
about scheduling a guest interview or promoting your business,
book, music CD or non-profit organization, please call 727-488-8818
or email princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com
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USF St. Petersburg alumnus
devotes career to chronicling
history of local Black communities
ST. PETERSBURG –
In 2002, journalist Jon Wilson heard about AfricanAmerican residents and
businesses being displaced in the historic 22nd
Street South corridor of St.
Petersburg. He visited the
location, talked with those
affected, many of whom
had been in the area for
generations, and filed his
story.
What started as a singular piece on the changing character of a
community for the St. Petersburg Times (now
the Tampa Bay Times)
would turn into nearly two
decades of chronicling the
African American experience in St. Petersburg.
Wilson’s significant
contribution — which includes countless newspaper stories on the city and
its communities, two
books on St. Petersburg’s
African American history
with colleague Rosalie
Peck, part of a team that
established the African
American Heritage Trail,
and a recent documentary
titled “A History of Civil
Rights and Social Change
in Pinellas County” based

on some of his research
and writings — were recognized in a ceremony last
month when he and fellow
local historian Gwendolyn
Reese received keys to the
city of St. Petersburg.
“I worked for newspapers in St. Petersburg for
37 years, and this was the
most rewarding aspect of
my career,” Wilson said
regarding his work documenting African American
history in the city. “It is a
pretty high honor, the
highest award the mayor
can give to a citizen. And
I’m very proud of it.”
St. Petersburg Mayor
Rick
Kriseman
and
Deputy Mayor Kanika
Tomalin lauded Wilson’s
and Reese’s achievements
when awarding them the
honor.
“You’ve told the stories
of our people, past and
present, in an impactful
way. You’ve moved us
closer to our vision of
being a city that honors
our past as we pursue our
brightest future,” Kriseman said in a video message.
“Congratulations to
Gwen Reese and Jon Wil-

Jon Wilson
son… for their meritorious service in the inclusive telling of our city’s
history,” Tomalin said in a
tweet after the ceremony.
“St. Pete is a more conscious, inclusive, equitable
community because these
historians call it home.”
Wilson’s path to being
a writer of local history
began in 9th grade. That is
when a principal at his junior high started a student
newspaper. Wilson became the editor.
“We published every
two weeks, which is hard
See WILSON, page 6

Urban Collective re-invigorates 22 South Food Hall
URBAN, from front page

Jason Bryant, a business development professional and founder of New
Era Thinking, is also a native. “I care about and love
my city. I already knew
about the history around
the Manhattan Casino,
and I’ve always had an interest in this building.” He
said that it was an opportunity for him to pursue
his interest and “jump in
and be able to do something that made sense.”
Bryant said that when
think tank members
started a group text about
22 South closing, the
seven members decided
to act quickly. Although
most of the group lacked
a restaurant background,
with fellow thinktankmember Dan Soronen on
board, Bryant said, “We
felt a little more comfortable.”
Saronen has been living in south St Petersburg
since 1996. A restaurant
and bar-owner around the
city since 2005, he said the
business climate was what
got him more involved
with politics.
“Mainly because of

limitations that were
being put on small business owners by the administration, there was a
lot of red tape, getting
through the building department, zoning, and different licensing issues. I
felt like it was stifling the
growth of different parts
of the city.”
He pointed to Ninth,
16th, and 22nd Streets as
an example of how challenged small businesses
are in the city, noting the
absence of businesses on
these corridors on the
south side. “There’s a
huge difference between
the number of businesses
here, then if we went over
the same corridors heading north of Central Avenue.”
St.
Pete
native
LaShante Keys has spent
his career “having tough
conversations”
from
working with the City of
Clearwater doing EEOC
investigations to having
end-of-life conversations
in the African-American
community. With several
entrepreneurial
businesses as well, Keys said,

“When this opportunity
came up, I jumped on it.
It’s a great opportunity.”
Keys said he didn’t
know any of the other
partners but trusted Saronen’s and Trevor Mallory’s vision. “They had a
vision of what they
wanted to accomplish.
And once I understood
the vision and understood
what they had in mind, I
was ready to get on
board.”
Mallory, president of
the Democratic Black
Caucus of Florida and active in St. Pete politics,
was also part of a prior
group that had unsuccessfully bid on the Manhattan Casino project before
the prior restaurant,
Callaloo and Pepos, took
over.
“We knew that with
the history of this building, and where it comes
from, and the history of
St. Pete, the space needed
to be in hands that look
like this community.” Mallory said that when this
opportunity came across
the table again, grabbing
it was a “no-brainer.”
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reggae night and a grown
and sexy R& B party. She
mused that as long as
they
weren’t
losing
money, they’d be succeeding because “we’re
embracing the community and trying to make
the community brighter.”
The space will be open
for the community to
book events such as weddings, birthday parties,
and organizational events.
They all agreed that
“community
prices”
would assure that neighborhood residents were
not “priced out” of the
restaurant and hall, as in
times past.
It’s clear from listening
to the Urban Collective
team that they didn’t get
into the business to make
money. Instead, with their
ancestors looking over
their shoulders and a
community they want to
embrace and encourage,
the 22 South Food Hall
holds an almost spiritual
importance to the group.
The team’s seventh
member, well-known community activist, filmmaker,
and vice-president of
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“It’s going to be big for
us because our parents
and our grandparents
have stories about this
building, we heard the
history from in-house. So,
we have the education to
make sure we live up to
what this building actually
represents,” he acknowledged.
Mallory feels the
group has several things
going for them: they’re a
largely Black, local ownership team, they’re
aware that “pricing is the
key to make it accessible
to this community,” and
with all their connections,
promoting the space
should be easier.
Partner Ella K. Coffee,
a political consultant
working with Senator
Darryl Rouson, said the
Jordan Dance Hall actually got her excited about
being a restaurant owner.
“I’ve never been in the
restaurant business, but
this building was the big
draw for me.”
Coffee said the group
would be putting on
events to bring the community out, including a
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CDAT Jabaar Edmond,
added, “I feel honored to
be a part of the team.
What Urban Collective
brings to the table is community, community relationships. This space is a
community asset and a
beacon for our community. It’s important that the
community knows that it’s
our place. It’s ours.”
Edmond noted that
that responsibility is one
that both the Urban Collective and the community should take seriously.
“As a community, we have
to come in, shop, support,
and book our events. Because this is the chance of
a lifetime — for a community asset to be in the
hands of community
members.”
22 South Food Hall is
located at the Historic
Manhattan Casino, 642
22nd St. S, St. Petersburg.
The restaurant will have
its grand opening event
on Friday, Oct. 1, from 510 p.m.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com
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best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
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firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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2021 Black Wall Street Experience & Small Business Expo
TAMPA – To drive economic growth and financial
education within the diverse communities that
comprise the Tampa Bay
region, the Tampa-Hillsborough Action Plan (THAPgroup), through support
from Wells Fargo, will host
the 2021 Black Wall Street
Experience & Small Business Expo (BWE).
This three-day event
will take place on the
THAPgroup Campus, 5508
North 50th St. in Tampa,
from Friday, Oct. 8 to Sunday, Oct. 10.
BWE has something for
everyone. Entrepreneurs,
organizations, and smallbusiness owners will benefit from speakers and
panelists addressing topics
ranging from niche marketing to strategic business development. Representatives
from Wells Fargo will be on
hand to address the critical
lending and wealth gaps
faced by Black entrepreneurs.
Break-out sessions will
also be held for individuals
from all walks of life who
are passionate about building generational wealth for
families and communities.
The Black Wall Street Experience & Small Business
Expo is free and open to the
public.
“The purchasing power
of Black Americans in
Tampa Bay means nothing
without strategies to use

those resources effectively,
whether in a business or in
a household,” said Derrick
Blue, CEO of THAPgroup.
“BWE exists to make businesses more profitable and
to give families the tools
necessary to build a strong
financial legacy.”
During this spectacular
weekend, online and brickand-mortar business owners from across the Bay
area are welcome to reserve booth space to introduce their products and
services to attendees. National and regional franchise businesses are also
welcome, as long as they
operate in Florida.
Those interested in becoming a vendor or interested in sponsorship
opportunities, please contact Sherryl Cusseaux at
813-626-4926 ext. 4, visit
bit.ly/21BWE or send an
email to scusseaux@thapinc.org.
THAPgroup remains focused on providing a safe
and enjoyable experience
for everyone. In the continued need to address
COVID-19, they ask all attendees, speakers, and vendors to adhere to CDC
guidelines, including wearing masks. In addition,
THAPgroup has proactively implemented policies
that include disinfectant
and cleaning practices. To
learn more about BWE
visit, thapgroup.org/black-

wallstreet.
2021 Lineup
Friday, October 8 |
Tampa Bay’s Black Wall
Streets
6PM – Tampa Bay’s
Black Wall Streets: Central
Avenue & The Deuces
A discussion with
Veatrice Farrell, Executive
Director of The Deuces
Live in St. Pete & Fred
Hearns, Curator of Black
History for the Tampa Bay
History Center.
7PM – Social Mixer
A community & entrepreneurial networking experience of the 2021 BWE.
Saturday, October 9 |
Workshops + Small
Business Expo
11AM – 3:30PM
Beginning with 10AM
Yoga in the Courtyard, this
day highlights diversity
through a Small Business
Expo at 5508 & a series of
in-person workshops on
generational wealth & so-

cial enterprise. Keynote address by Machelle Maner
of Wells Fargo, the Centennial Sponsor of BWE.
A series of in-person
sessions on business building, sustainability and social
enterprise for the people &
for the culture.
*** Featured Event
10AM – Yoga in the
Courtyard
With Meditative Energy Lounge
*** Featured Event
11AM – 3PM – Small
Business Expo
The BWE Small Business Expo brings attention
to small and minority businesses in East Tampa. Connect with and support local
businesses and the Shops
of 5508! Vendor opportunities are available at thapgroup.org/blackwallstreet.
*** Workshops
11AM – LIVE Podcast
Recording w/Josh Bent of
ECONIX TALKS

Take part in the live prerecording podcast experience focused on creative
business ideas and ventures.
12PM – Keynote
with Wells Fargo, Centennial Sponsor
Keynote session with
Wells Fargo’s Machelle
Maner highlighting the importance of business diversity and growth in
communities of color.
1:30PM – Branding
Your Unique Business
Anji Degante of Accent
Styles Boutique and Derek
Holmes, Jr. of 25 Thoughts
discuss the importance of
branding for business.
2:30PM – Building
Generational Wealth
An hour-long discussion on the importance of
promoting dignity through
action and closing wealth
disparities among communities of color.
*** Movie Screening
of The Pursuit of Happyness
7:30PM – Feature Film
Screening, sponsored by
Tampa Theatre
In-person at Tampa
Theatre – doors open at
6:30PM (711 N. Franklin
Street, 33602) | Tickets
$10.00 per person ($7.00 for
Tampa Theatre members)
| RSVP at thapgroup.org
Inspired by true events,
The Pursuit of Happyness is
a powerful story of Black
Excellence with a message
of resilience and hope.

Sunday, October 10 |
Facebook Virtual Workshops
Executive
career
coaches Monica Simmonds, MSPH & Larnell
Vickers discuss workplace
strategy and professional
wellness. Walter L. Smith, II
& Dr. Sonja P. Brookins talk
about Black ingenuity and
the positive impact to our
environment. Join the discussions @thapgroup on
Facebook!
1PM – Code Switching in the Workplace
VIRTUAL | A THAPgroup Facebook Live event
with executive career
coaches Monica Simmonds, MSPH and Larnell
Vickers. This virtual session highlights cultural
awareness in workplace
strategy, career development, and professional wellness as one climbs the
corporate ladder. Join the
discussion @thapgroup on
Facebook!
1:30PM – Black and
Green: Radical Environmental Activism
VIRTUAL | Join this
THAPgroup Facebook Live
event with Walter L. Smith,
II and Dr. Sonja P. Brookins
as they talk about the positive economic impact of
Black ingenuity and what it
means to be focused on our
environmental good. Join
the discussion @thapgroup
on Facebook!

The Delta variant makes early voting more necessary than ever
BY KAREN SKYERS
ACLU of Florida board
member

ST. PETERSBURG –
The COVID-19 Delta variant
is ravaging Florida just as
November’s municipal elections approach. The idea of
standing in long lines on
Election Day, Nov. 2, has become increasingly worrisome as the highly
infectious variant has spread
and the number of deaths
spiked in recent months.
The ballot in St. Petersburg includes important
choices, including a redistricting issue that will decide
how city council members
are elected in the future.
Yes, some people will vote
by mail, although recent
rules changes mandated by
Gov. Ron DeSantis and the
Florida Legislature make
that more complicated.
Another important way
to avoid long, dangerous
lines on Election Day is for
the city to provide early voting days. Voters could also
quickly and safely deposit
mail-in ballots in secure

drop-off boxes if such sites
existed.
Facilitating public participation in elections should
be the goal of city government, but the current city
council has refused to
arrange for early voting this
year, citing the cost. No one
suggests weeks of early voting — just Friday, Saturday
and Sunday before Election
Day and at only one site —
the downtown St. Petersburg office of the Pinellas
County Supervisor of Elections. But the council has so
far declined to request even
that much. The statutory
deadline for doing so is Oct.
3, and it must act.
In 2020, the Centers for
Disease Control made clear
its opinion on the issue. It
said elections that offer “inperson voting on a single
day are at higher risk for
COVID-19 spread.”
Many Black and Latinx
voters have historically used
early voting days to cast
their ballots. Many Black
people use the Sunday before Election Day to attend
church and then go vote.

Most of those individuals
are working people, and
making it to the polls on
Election Day is often a
struggle. The U.S. needs to
make Election Day a national holiday, but that is an
issue for another day.
What is particularly
galling is the redistricting
issue on the ballot will decide whether Black voters
have a better chance of
electing one of their own to
the city council. Council
members are elected in
eight districts. Just who
runs in the General Election
is decided during August
open primaries in each district.
The top two vote-getters
in each district face each
other in November, but at
that point, all the city’s voters choose the winners for
each district. This system
has been used across the
country as a way to limit representation in local government by Black and Latinx
citizens, and it has often
worked.
In St. Petersburg, white
residents makeup 63 per-

cent of the population, Black
residents 24 percent, and
Latinx residents eight percent. Over the past 15 years,
Black council candidates
had lost every runoff election against a white opponent – even when those
Black candidates had overwhelming support from
people of color. That, of
course, has made it much
less likely that the concerns
of Black and Latinx residents get heard in the council.
The rule change on the
ballot in November would
restrict voting in those
runoffs to only voters from
each individual district,
strengthening the voice of
Black and Latinx voters in
districts where their numbers are significant.
It has taken decades for
the city’s Charter Review
Commission to put this redistricting issue on the ballot. Now that the chance
exists to do away with this
systematically unfair voting
scheme, the city is putting
obstacles in the way of voters.

Bishop Manuel Sykes of
the Bethel Community Baptist Church has organized
many “Souls to Polls” events
for Black voters over the
years on the Sunday before
Election Day. He decried
the failure to provide for
early voting in this election
cycle not just because of the
redistricting issue but because of the dangers presented by the Delta variant.
“Access to voting should
be the first priority of government leadership,” he
said. “The failure to provide
early voting in this instance
“Facilitating public
shows not just a lack of senparticipation in
sitivity and responsibility to elections should be the
African Americans but to all
goal of city
elderly voters” who are government, but the
more at risk from COVID.
current city council
“And telling people who
has
refused to arrange
work all day that they can
for
early voting this
only vote on that Tuesday
between certain hours is year, citing the cost,”
said Karen Skyers,
terribly unfair,” Sykes continued. “City leadership is ACLU of Florida board
denying people the ability to
member.
participate in their democThe city council still has
racy. There seems to be no
time
to do the right thing —
desire to do this thing right;
and
the safe thing. Bring
no desire to conduct fair
back early voting.
elections anymore.”

Unveiling of design concepts for Sankofa on the Deuces, Oct. 5
SANKOFA, from front page

approximately 24 townhomes, for sale to families
at 60 to 120 percent of
Area Median Income, on
an adjacent site, and the
creation of a new Development Fund to accelerate development along
with the Deuces and
other CRA corridors, with
below-market loans and
equity that enhance their
viability.
“I am excited to preview designs for the
Deuces Rising project,”
said Mayor Rick Kriseman. “This is the result of
a lot of time, determination, and most important,
the voice of our citizens.
Many thanks to the partners who have brought us
so far in this process. I
particularly want to thank
our partners at Sankofa
for their vision and for
their dedication to the
Deuces corridor and to
the Sunshine City.”
Sankofa members and

partner organizations will
be on hand for the occasion. The Sankofa Group
is made up of five nonprofit organizations: The
2020 Plan/One Community, Pinellas County
Urban League, Mt. Zion
Human Services, Tampa
Bay Black Business Investment Corporation,
and CDC of Tampa.
The Sankofa Advisory
Council will also be represented, both live and via
Zoom.
The Sankofa facility is
being designed to accommodate as many as 58 traditional and micro spaces
for retail, office, and food
service tenants as well as
entertainment venues. A
digital & creative tech incubator will help bridge
start-ups into the city’s
emerging venture capital
pipeline.
“Picture the type of
urban business hubs
you’ve seen in cities like

New York, Chicago and
Atlanta,” said Gypsy Gallardo, CEO, The 2020
Plan, and One Community. “Sankofa on the
Deuces will bring that energy to our community,
offering unique and affordable space formats
combined with on-site
business growth services.”
Several business affiliates of One Community,
Pinellas County Urban
League, and Tampa Bay
Black Business Investment Corporation have already expressed interest
in leasing space at
Sankofa.
Tiffany Moore, owner
of Moore Eventful Event
Hall is contemplating relocating from her Pinellas
Park location to help anchor Sankofa, including
two buildings.
“I’ve worked with four
of the Sankofa partner organizations over the past

five years to grow my
firm, and this is a perfect
next step for me,” shared
Moore. They truly support community businesses, and this is
everything we envisioned
during our tour of Black
Wall Street in Durham
three years ago.”
Moore refers to the
group trip of 27 South St.
Petersburg leaders who
toured equity initiatives in
Durham, North Carolina,
including the famous
American Underground
incubator and co-working
facility.
Pastor Louis Murphy
initiated the trip to see
the American Underground after touring the
facility as part of a trip
hosted by the St. Petersburg Area Chamber.
“Sankofa is about a future where all of the vibrancy we see in
downtown St. Petersburg
is activated on the

Deuces, where community entrepreneurs have
the amenities and resources they need to
thrive,” stated Murphy.
To RSVP for the event
or more information
about Deuces Rising, visit
stpete.org/deucesrising.
Sankofa Advisory
Council Members
• Gypsy C. Gallardo,
One Community
•
Rev.
Watson
Haynes, II, Pinellas
County Urban League
• Charlotte Anderson,
Pinellas County Urban
League
• Rev. Louis Murphy,
Sr., Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary
Baptist
Church
• Albert Lee, Tampa
Bay Black Business Investment Corporation
• Ernest Coney, CDC
of Tampa
• Veatrice Farrell,
Deuces Live
•
Brother
John

Muhammad, Community
Development & Training
Center
• Jabaar Edmonds,
Community Development
& Training Center
• Gwen Reese African
American Heritage Association
• Terri Lipsey Scott,
Woodson Museum
• Roy Binger, Binger
Financial
• Atty Tamara Felton,
Felton-Howard
Law
(Sankofa General Counsel)
• Askia Muhammad
Aquil, Collective Empowerment Group of the
Tampa Bay Area
• Roy & Izabelle
James, James Insurance
Solutions (Vision Investors)
• Gloria Campbell,
Advantage Insurance Solutions
• Tahisia Scantling,
Right Turn Realty
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Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance's Legacy Center
breaks ground on the Deuces
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG -When the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance
of St. Petersburg’s (IMASP) building at 2901 First
Ave. S was active over the
course of more than two
decades, the building offered space for tutoring, a
food pantry, and a clothing
closet.
But by 2018, the building sat vacant and unused
for several years, and IMA
members, many in their
70s and older, were aware
that new energy was necessary. Several board
members approached Rev.
J.C. Pritchett II, senior pastor of Faith Church, about
running to become IMA’s
board president.
Pritchett told them, “If
I run, and I’m elected,
there’s gonna be white
people, and gay people,
and Jews and Muslims.”
He was looking to the future and driven by a need
to reactivate the IMA’s former community impact
and help make a differ-

ence in St. Pete.
“You cannot do social
justice work and coalition
building and be broad in
your alliances with just
African-American clergy.”
He did get elected and
immediately set about
reaching out to faith and
community leaders to
build the "broad" alliances
that would help move the
needle on several social
justice issues the IMA decided it was committed to
working on.
Additionally, a renaming ceremony christened
the building “The Legacy
Center” in 2019. It became
a place that offered housing to the needy and a
place for food pantries to
distribute
from
and
opened a Neighborhood
Tech Hub through the
Digital Inclusion St. Pete
initiative.
Pritchett’s time among
faith leaders in Washington, D.C., strongly impacted his belief that faith
leaders should be active in
the justice issues of their
communities. He saw men
and women of the cloth

Rev. J.C. Pritchett, IMA-SP board president,
and wife Karen Davis-Pritchett at the Sept. 18
groundbreaking ceremony on the historic
Deuces district.

“doing business, in academia, doing policy, and
doing protests -- and it was
really incredible to watch.”
Upon his return to St.
Petersburg, where he’d
spent his childhood, he
knew the call upon his life
would be played out in
real-time, on the street, actively in the community, as
well as bringing dire issues to the tables where
secular leadership sat.
Today, the IMA is involved in several pressing
issues impacting St. Pete
and Pinellas, including
ending the HIV/AIDS epidemic, voter education
and turnout, reducing gun
violence, and addressing
the opioid crisis.
But Pritchett can name
several more that he believes faith leaders should
be concerned with, such
as preparing communities
for an imminent natural
disaster like hurricanes
and human disasters, like
active shootings. He also
lists jobs, housing, and
transportation as significant issues that must be
addressed for all communities to be properly taken
care of.
“These are all issues

Mayor Rick Kriseman

that faith leaders have to
be involved in beyond
‘going to heaven’ because
our people have to live
here before they go to
heaven. And to catch hell
here, while on the way to
heaven, is not exactly what
Jesus is talking about
when he says that he came
that we may have life and
have it more abundantly.”
Now, more impact via
IMA is on the horizon.
When growing debt and
an aging structure demanded that the IMA sell
the property on First Avenue South to leverage resources
as
good
community stewards, the
group was prepared to
hunker down in a shared
space on Ninth Avenue
South. But apparently,
God had other plans.
Pritchett was walking
by the piece of land at 800
22nd St. S when the real
estate broker set down a
“for sale" sign. God spoke,
and he listened. The IMA
purchased the property
the same day – and it will
be the new location of The
Legacy Center.
It will also be the first
new construction on the
Deuces since St. Peters-

Rev. J.C. Pritchett,
senior pastor of Faith
Church

The Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance of
St. Petersburg broke ground on its new Legacy
Center at 800 22nd St. S on Sept 18.
Photos courtesy of Boyzell Hosey.

burg College opened the
Douglas L. Jamerson, Jr.
Midtown Center in 2015.
And while Pritchett
said they weren’t looking
for this kind of project,
placement of the Legacy
Center on the historic
Deuces makes sense. Social media posts share
plans for offices, housing,
and parking. A computer
lab and space for nonprofits and event use round

out the project.
“The Carter G. Woodson, Manhattan Casino,
Deuces Live office, and
SPC are our neighbors…
and we are pleased to be
there,” he shared.
To learn more about
the Interdenominational
Alliance of St. Pete, visit
ima-sp.com.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

Among those attending the groundbreaking
ceremony for the New Legacy Center were
County Commissioner Rene Flowers, City
Councilwoman Lisa Wheeler-Bowman, Mayor
Rick Kriseman, Deputy Mayor Dr. Kanika
Tomalin, and City Councilwoman Deborah
Figgs-Sanders.
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Mental Health Awareness &
Empowerment Youth Summit
ST. PETERSBURG –
New Vision Behavioral
Health, Inc. (NVBH) is
pleased to announce its
upcoming third annual
Mental Health Awareness
& Empowerment Youth
Summit. The summit will
take place Saturday, Oct.
2, from 10-3 p.m. at the St.
Petersburg College Clearwater campus, 2465 Drew
St.
NVBH is a private behavioral health agency
providing mental health
and addiction counseling,
crisis interventions, and
overall holistic wellness.
Our services include
youth and school-based
counseling services, specializing in serving at-risk
youth and offender & exoffender services. As a
dedicated provider in the
community, addressing
mental health through a
solution base lens is one
of our primary goals.
This year, St. Petersburg College has partnered with NVBH to

The third annual Mental Health Awareness &
Empowerment Youth Summit will be held next
Saturday, Oct. 2 at the St. Petersburg College
Clearwater campus.
empower youth in the
community through this
one-day event. The summit’s theme is “Building
Resilience, Gaining Self
Awareness, and Supporting Advocacy and Accountability of Self and
Others.”
The goal is to engage
youth in deep-dive discussions that address mental
health awareness, social
and emotional wellness
while tackling relevant
topics that our youth

face. The vision for this
event is to build self-confidence, self-acceptance
and reduce the stigma of
mental health in our community.
So far, 125 young people have signed up to participate in this day of
empowerment and awareness!
Register via Eventbrite
at bit.ly/3xC5kh2. For
more information, please
call 727-687-0997. FREE
transportation is available.

USF St. Petersburg alumnus devotes career to chronicling history of local African American communities
WILSON, from page 2

when you are a 14-yearold,” Wilson said laughingly. “After that, I never
really looked back.”
After graduating from
high school, he got an internship at the Evening Independent. He enlisted in
the army for several years,
and when he returned to
St. Petersburg, he became
a full-time reporter. He
worked for the Evening Independent for 15 years and
then moved over to the St.
Petersburg Times in 1986,
staying with the paper until
his retirement in 2007.

Wilson became a USF
St. Petersburg campus
alumnus three times over
during those years of covering the city and its people. He received a
bachelor’s degree in English in 1977 and went on to
earn a master’s in both
Journalism and Florida
Studies.
“I thought the world of
the professors I had. It’s
kind of a second home
away from home,” Wilson
said.
His first home away
from home was the news-

room and the city he covered. Being a journalist in
St. Petersburg was like
“opening a new world” to
him, and the people he met
and the stories he told
made him “appreciative of
the entire community.”
His journalistic curiosity led him to the community around 22nd Street
South and the beginning of
a long journey.
“I started on the 22nd
Street story, and it
branched out from there.
And then you meet people,
and they introduce you to

three more people and
pretty soon you get to be
known, and people are calling you up with story
ideas,” Wilson explained.
The ideas would develop into a special section
on the history of 22nd
Street for the newspaper
that morphed into the book
“St. Petersburg’s Historic
22nd Street South” with
Peck. Shortly after that,
their publisher asked the
duo for a follow-up, which
became “St. Petersburg’s
Historic African American
Neighborhoods.”

Wilson, working with
Reese and organizations
such as Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American Museum, was also instrumental in creating the
African American Heritage
Trail that opened in 2014.
The self-guided walking
tour covers more than a
dozen blocks and documents important local history and landmarks.
And earlier this year, a
documentary on the civil
rights history of Pinellas
County, based on an exhibit researched and co-cu-

rated by Wilson and Reese
at the Center for Health Equity, was released. The documentary details stories of
people fighting to secure
rights, combat injustice,
and advance equity.
“The whole thing sort
of sprung from that first
newspaper story,” Wilson
said.
Though no longer a
daily reporter, some days,
you can still find Wilson
chronicling the history of
the communities of St. Petersburg as he leads tours
on the Heritage Trail.

‘They need our voice:’ Community stands determined to end gun violence
MARESS, from front page

Scott meant something.”
So, they did something.
Scott created the Black
St. Pete pledge to plant a
seed of personal accountability for the safety of communities into those most
likely to turn to guns and violence as a means of solving
their problems. In less than
five months, almost 1,500
people have taken and
signed the pledge.
He said the reception to
the oath, which includes the
promise not to murder another Black person and
walk away from disagreements that could turn violent at least once a month,
“would blow your mind.”
Scott then created a program targeting younger, elementary
school-aged
children: 5 Keys to Ending
Gun Violence Among
Young People. The training
program is meant to start a
conversation between a facilitator and children, and
Scott has already received
interest from Academy
Prep, Pinellas County
School, and the Juvenile
Welfare Department.
“I think ‘Quis would
smile. He had that great, big

smile, and he’d be like, ‘Yo
pops, you doing good,’”
Scott recalled. “He’d be so
proud of us. He’d be proud
of our family.”
Scott wants young people to know that it is not just
between those two people
when it comes to conflict.
“When one of us hurts another, they hurt a whole
group of people that are connected to those individuals.”
He adds that whether it is
the murderer or the person
murdered, “you destroy a
whole lot of families.”
Scott said it does not
matter if the perpetrator is
from the same community;
if you murder someone
from the community, “all
bets are off.”
“We’re not protecting
murders,” said Scott. “We’re
not going to stand for all that
hurt and pain that you
caused.”
Instead, Scott said, they
are going to love each other
and start the forgiveness.
“The Scott family is
going to take the loss,” he
said. “And now we want to
save others through the love
of my son and by spreading
this message of nonvio-

lence, and taking personal
accountability for the safety
of our community.”
Scott has rallied the
community behind that
message and love for his
son, and on Sept. 17, Marquis’ “angelversary,” Scott
led the second Annual Stop
the Violence walk.
Before tracing his son’s
last steps from 19th Avenue
and 24th Street South to
Queensboro Avenue and
Yale Street, Scott told a large
crowd they were there for
three things: “One, to honor
God; two, to memorialize
our sons, and three, to bring
attention to this gun violence and take a stand
against it.”
With that, the crowd
took to the streets with
chanting, “save our sons,
save our daughters,”
“enough is enough,” and
“say his name,” followed by
a reprise of “Marquis Scott.”
The Scott family’s voices
cracked and strained with
emotion as they loudly repeated the chants on their
way to the memorial.
Once at the memorial,
Maress Scott led a candlelight vigil.

Earl Walker, uncle of Marquis Scott, sits and reflects by a candlelit memorial
during the 2nd Annual Stop the Violence Walk on Friday, Sept. 17, in honor
of Marquis, who was shot to death in 2019 in St. Petersburg.
Photos courtesy of Boyzell Hosey

Maress Scott, center, leads community residents during the
2nd Annual Stop the Violence Walk on Friday, Sept. 17 in honor
of his son Marquis, who was shot to death in 2019 in St. Petersburg.
Holding the sign to Maress’ left is his wife, Marjorie Scott.
“The only thing that can
“We’ll show him what not just on that day, but
overcome hate is love,” he else this world has to offer.” every day moving forward.
told the crowd. “I knew as
Tiffany Webster, who
“We’re going to keep
the man of my household lost her son to gun violence walking, we’re going to keep
my job was to guide my fam- in March, was the next per- talking, we’re going to keep
ily to healing. So, we had to son to address the crowd doing what we got to do,”
focus on forgiveness and passionately. She said her she said. “Because they
love.”
son, D’quaz Davis, was need us. They need our
Scott said this was the killed by another young voice.”
way to move forward, but man she had taken in and
There have now been 27
“not without our son.” He loved as her own.
homicides in St. Petersburg
said his son’s voice, attitude,
“I called this young man this year. The city averages
and smile “lives with us my son, and he ended up about 20 annually and is on
every day.” He added that taking my son,” said Web- pace to record its most muryears from now, they will ster.
ders in two decades.
never get over the loss of
Webster said she would
To reach Mark Parker,
their son, so they “decided remember and represent email mparker@theweeklyto take him with us.”
everyone that has been lost, challenger.com

Maress Scott, and his wife Marjorie Scott, embraced each other during the
conclusion of the 2nd Annual Stop the Violence Walk on Friday, Sept. 17.
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Artist Nick Davis challenges
(mis)perceptions of Black life in
16-piece collection
BY NICOLE SLAUGHTER
GRAHAM
Staff Writer

TAMPA — Picture
this: A Black woman has
just finished braiding his
hair. She stands over him,
her afro adorned with a
sunflower
and
eyes
framed by oversized,
round glasses, and looks
down at him with adoration and love. She wraps
her arms around him, the
comb she used to part his
cornrows still in her hand.
The man is visibly content, a small smile crossing his lips as he’s cradled
by his love, his teal durag
juxtaposed against the
deep hue of his complexion. The couple is haloed
by what appears to be the
sun, but in that halo stands
a police officer.
This scene is depicted
in one of 16 illustrations
created by local digital
artist Nick Davis, currently on display in the Reverberations:
Black
Artists on Racism and Resilience exhibit at the University
of
Tampa’s
Scarfone/Hartley Gallery.
The collection of illustrations, Davis said, is
meant to display Black life
in all of its layers. Images
of “Black people living
comfortably” are juxtaposed by depictions that
convey society’s assumptions about Black life. The
image mentioned above,
Davis said, is a prime example.
“They’re just living
their lives, but people
have preconceived no-

tions about who they are.”
Davis named a couple
of the stereotypes the
larger community has
about Black lives: “Sagging pants mean you’re a
thug. Tattoos mean you’re
tough.”
But, he countered,
there’s so much more to
his community. Through
his art, he seeks to explore every overlooked
corner, starting with the
emotional impact other
people’s perceptions have
on the community, something he doesn’t necessarily see expressed in the
community itself.
“Our community is
limited in what we’re able
to express,” he explained.
“Black men can’t cry; we
can’t wear certain colors.
Meanwhile, Black women
hold the community up
and have to remain strong
at all costs.”
“I was told that if you

wanted to convey a certain
kind of emotion, put it in
your artwork,” he said.
And so, he does just that.
Heartbreak, happiness,
stoicism, contentment, exhaustion, worry, power,
and pain all come through
with clarity in this particular collection, as they do in
all of Davis’ illustrations, of
which he’s created nearly
1,000 in the three years
he’s been drawing daily.
As an artist who navigates mental health issues
like depression and social
anxiety, Davis said his art
gives him the space to explore how these things affect his community, and
he hopes that it will challenge others to do the
same.
A believer in the power
of love, Davis likes to
quote some of the greats
such as Martin Luther
King, Jr., Maya Angelou,
and Toni Morrison along-

“Take a stand for Health Justice:
Have the Conversation”
Rev. J.C. Pritchett II
“Our community is suffering
a high number of new
HIV/AIDS cases. We cannot
afford to follow a pandemic
and a recession with this
epidemic going on –
and remain silent.”

COMMUNITY NEWS
The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2021

It’s been my honor to work for
YOU during my rst term on City
Council. I would be humbled to earn
your support again on November 2nd.
Visit GinaDriscoll.com to
learn more about what we’ve
accomplished together and to
see my list of endorsements
from the leaders and groups
we trust.
-Gina
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Gina Driscoll for St Petersburg City Council, District 6.

Exhibition information:
Dates:
Saturday, Sept. 11 thru Friday, Nov. 5
Cost:
Free
Location: University of Tampa’s Scarfone/Hartley
Gallery, R. K. Bailey Art Studios,
310 N Blvd., Tampa, FL
Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 10 am - 4 pm
Saturday 12 pm - 4 pm
side his work to convey
the need for communities
to come together in support of one another.
“We’re living in the
time of Black Lives Matter,” Davis said, “and this
is our opportunity to shed
light on what’s going on in
our community.”
Davis hopes his collection in the exhibit will
challenge how viewers
view the Black commu-

nity. He makes one thing
clear:
“I’m trying to reach
the children because that
is the future.”
Above all, he hopes
that children see themselves and their power
and worth reflected in his
work.
“Black is beautiful,” he
says. “Black is inspiring.
Black is encouraging.
Black is love. I might not

be able to change the
world, but I can help one
child.”
View Davis’ work
alongside other Black
artists at the “Reverberations: Black Artists on
Racism and Resilience,”
an exhibit presented by
the Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American Museum at the University of
Tampa’s Scarfone/Hartley Gallery.
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Southside to become a permanent
outdoor market

Photos by Abby Baker

BY ABBY BAKER
The Gabber

W E E NCOURAGE
L ETTERS TO THE E DITOR !

ST. PETERSBURG –
All summer, Southside
Fresh Market’s collection
of vendors have braved
the heat on the grassy lot
at 2184 9th Ave. S. While
the market is still open,
come October, it will
move to a permanent spot
on 22nd and 15th Avenue
South that will house 30
small businesses daily in
Southside Fresh Market owners
a sort of grassroots, outRamona Brayboy and Judith Turner stand
door grocery store.
with Real Roots owner Kayda Kahail.
The current market
site belongs to the City of
“I like to protect the energy here,”
St. Petersburg, which
Brayboy said. “I’m selective with my
plans to put a public pavilvendors and my space.”
ion in the space, prompting the growing market’s
There is talk of a com- locally. And one day a
move to the historic munity garden, a stage week is not going to solve
“Deuces” neighborhood. for events, a drive-by food insecurity in my
Since opening in pickup area, classes, and community.”
April, Southside co-own- a weekly Friday night art
Organizers promise
ers Ramona Brayboy and market.
more details to come.
Judith Turner have
“We’ve grown out of Follow Southside’s path
worked to make the out- our space,” Brayboy said. to
permanency
at
door space a weekly place “We want this to be a go- fb.com/southsidefreshfor fresh food, home- to spot, where anything market.
made products, and you can find in a grocery
This story originally
healthy choices – some- store, you can find here, appeared in The Gabber
thing that Brayboy says is
missing from South St.
Pete.
“It’s frustrating. It’s
hard to go to the north
side every time you want
something fresh,” Brayboy said. “Everywhere
you look, it’s fried food,
burgers, minimarts. We
want to make our community better.”
The new market will
sit on Brayboy family
property.
“I stayed up all night
writing a grant for the
market from the Pinellas
Community Foundation,”
Turner said. “We got so
many ‘no’s…it was exciting to be so inspired and
finally get a ‘yes.’”
The market just recently began accepting
Electronic
Benefits
Transfer (EBT), which
shoppers can exchange
for Southside tokens and
shop for products.
Recently, the market
was nominated for the St.
Petersburg Chamber of
Commerce Good Burger
Boiled peanut connoisseur Ronda J.
Awards, defined as “a
sells her specialty at the market on
business, organization, or
Sunday, September 12.
individual in greater St.
Pete making a positive
impact in our community,” by the commerce
website.
“It’s an acknowledgment that we’re doing a
good thing,” Brayboy
said. “Something that I’m
very honored by.”
The Vision
Every Sunday from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m., the onceempty space is full of smoking food, boxes of produce,
and clamoring vendors – Southside is moving to a permanent location
something that Brayboy that will be open six days a week in South St.
and Turner are looking to Petersburg. Vendors like I.O.T.B. Beauty Products
expand in the fall.
will sell sustainably sourced goods regularly.
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MiGente Movida showcases Latinx history, culture, art this Saturday
after the first event, MiGente, MiPueblo, knows
there is much more work to
do.
Estévez said that right
now, the intention is to listen. “Our goal is to try to
get more and more community to engage in cultivating an equity advocacy
agenda that is informed by
a Latinx experience.”
A COVID-19 conscious
event, attendees are encouraged to bring a chair to
enjoy the festivities in the
WADA Plaza on Saturday.
The event begins at 10 a.m.,
with a session of "Healing
Practices,"
including
prayer, mindful breathing,
and yoga.
This is followed by the

BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
During the celebration of
National Hispanic Heritage
Month (Sept. 15 – Oct. 15),
the second annual MiGente
Movida summit returns,
exploring Latinx visibility,
culture, and experiences in
Pinellas County.
This Saturday, Oct. 2,
the event focuses on the
theme On the Move & En
La Lucha and brings speakers, breakout sessions,
music, food trucks, and
artists exhibits to the ArtsXchange St Pete in the
Warehouse Arts District, at
515 22nd St. S.
A hybrid event will take
place online and is hosted
by the Foundation for a
Healthy St. Petersburg
(FHSP) and Estrategia
Group.
Jessica Estévez of the
Estrategia Group shared
that the purpose of the
event is to “shape the Latinx narrative and cultivate
equity in the Pinellas
County region through advocacy and healing.”
According to the U.S.
Census Bureau, the Latinx
population in Pinellas
County represents 10.2 percent of residents, with St.
Pete having eight percent,
Clearwater 17.8 percent,
and Largo 11.5 percent
(Unite Pinellas Data Explorer).
But, acknowledged Estévez, there is a greater

Mi Gente Artist Exhibit
Opening, including introductions by the Latinx
artists who will share their
own journeys at the Tully
Levine Gallery at WADA. A
lunch session follows, with
Latinx food trucks, live
music, a DJ, and spoken
word performances on the
plaza.
The afternoon includes
a writing workshop, a conversation on Economic
Freedom for Latinx, and a
Healing Practices Roundtable. The evening session
includes more performances, a mini-Latinx film
festival, music and artist
talks from 6-9 p.m.
Community advocates
and partners include the

Hispanic Outreach Center,
the Intercultural Advocacy
Institute, the Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce of
Tampa Bay, and the Tampa
Bay International Latin
Film Festival.
Speakers from the
statewide
organization
Prospera (formerly the Hispanic Business Initiative
Fund of Florida Inc), Empath Health, and Equality
Florida are scheduled. Jannese Torres-Rodriguez of
the podcast “Yo Quiero
Dinero: Personal Finance
For Latinas,” will also be
speaking.
For more information
and to register for this free
event, go to estrategiagroup.com/migente.

Jessica Estévez of the Estrategia Group
need to bring the voices of
the Latinx population into
conversations around equity, diversity, and public
policy.
“I spent two years interviewing Latinos, professionals, individuals, community
members --humans that
identify as Latinx in the
Tampa Bay region -- asking
them what is important to
you,” shared Estévez.
She asked people to respond on if they were feeling seen and heard; the
responses indicated they
were not.
“After the first year, the
thing that came up was invisibility, which was pretty

much the theme of our first
year," she noted. Some of
this is created by "invisibility by choice" – often practiced by those living in
undocumented situations
or those simply struggling
to succeed by integrating
and assimilating into the
dominant white American
culture.
But after the first MiGente Movida, several people started to meet
regularly to discuss how
this invisibility could lead to
adverse outcomes for the
Latinx community and the
larger Tampa Bay community as a whole. The organization that came together

The pageantry of college football
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

TAMPA – The University of South Florida football team needed a victory
after consecutive losses to
top tier programs North
Carolina State and the University of Florida. The Bulls
welcomed the arrival of
Florida A & M University
and the end of their losing
streak. However, many in
the Tampa Bay area came
to the stadium for another
show.
The pageantry of college football elevates when
an HBCU comes to town.
The atmosphere is festive,
music promotes dancing,
and the occasion becomes
a reunion. The Rattlers arrived in Tampa to play Bulls
on Sept. 18 in front of an announced 29,475 crowd.
In pregame activities,
the USF Herd of Thunder
Marching Band jab stepped
to form the Bulls’ logo. The
South Florida faithful
cheered to the energetic
steps and robotic slides. As
for the Rattler fans, they
were waiting for the muchanticipated halftime show
featuring their world
renowned “Marching 100”
band.
In their eyes, the show
doesn’t start until their Rattlers sound their horns and
beat their drums. The show
ends when they leave the
field. The 100 did not disappoint, blasting sounds of
soul throughout the game.
Families have made a
tradition of going to college
football games and supporting their favorite team. For
some, it is as natural as

walking and as aged as
eight-track tapes.
“My family has been
coming to college football
games ever since I was a
kid,” said Boogie Harris.
“We came to see the FAMU
band. My dad played in the
Marching 100. Our family
will always be in the house.
It is a great outing for us.”
The game gave reason
for tailgate parties, bringing
together alumni, families,
and organizations with
pregame festivities. The
older generation has a
chance to recall fond memories while regaling the
younger generation with
stories of the past. Of
course, some of the stories
are true and others slightly
fabricated. It’s all part of the
celebration.
College football games
offer great mentoring opportunities. The St. Pete,
Tampa, Saint Leo, Sarasota,
and South Florida Alumni
Chapters of Kappa Alpha
Psi Fraternity, Inc. brought
their
Kappa
League
charges to experience the
excitement.
“This was an opportunity for the Kappa Leaguers
to meet for the first time
outside of the class setting,”
noted Tampa Alumni member and Kappa League Director Andre Saunders.
“The importance of this
event was for the young
men to get a glimpse of
what college experience is
like.”
Kappa League is a subset of the Guide Right
Foundation and is the fraternity’s national service
initiative. Started in 1969,
Kappa League is designed

The Tampa Alumni Chapter of
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. Kappa Leaguers

to help young men grow,
receive, and develop leadership in every phase of
human endeavor.
Seabron and Shaquina
Reese made the trip across
the Howard Frankland
Bridge to indoctrinate their
children in lessons of
higher education and the
college
experience.
Seabron, a physical education teacher at 74th Street
Elementary,
graduated
from
FAMU,
while
Shaquina, a teacher at Lealman Innovation, graduated
from USF. They both have
busy schedules with five
children to raise and being
active in church, youth
sports, and other activities.
“We hadn’t been to a
FAMU game since 2011
due to Little League games
on Saturdays, but our game
to play was pushed back to
Sunday... leaving a day open
to see the South Florida
and FAMU football game,”
said Seabron Reese.
It would have been almost criminal if the Reese
family missed the game.
Not only are they alums of
both schools, but their oldest son Judah plays high
school football. Their sons,
Isaiah and Rodney, play in
the middle school band and
loves the Marching 100,
and their youngest son,
Solomon, along with Isaiah,
both play football.
The game also brought
together sisters with split
loyalties. They were introduced to Florida A & M
University in their early
years and know all too well
the energy and cama-

Seabron and Shaquina Reese made sure their five children enjoyed the
football game and the Marching 100 halftime show last Sept. 18 when USF
hosted FAMU at the Raymond James Stadium Sept. 18.
raderie associated with attending a Historical Black
College and University.
Katrina Clayton Hall is a
housing counselor in Jacksonville and a Mary Kay
sales director who recently
won a car. She originally attended Florida A & M before transferring to the
University of South Florida,
where she is a proud graduate.
Hall admitted to having
conflicting feelings during
the game but enjoyed
every minute of it. Her sister, Nina Davenport, is in
the same boat.
Davenport owns iShare
Journey Travel, LLC in Atlanta and is a charter and
executive board member of
the National Council of
Negro Women, North Fulton Section. She is also a
member of the Marietta
Roswell Alumnae Chapter,
Delta Sigma Theta, Inc.
Davenport joined the
sorority at the University of
South Florida, Kappa Iota
Chapter. Growing up in a
FAMU household, the Rattlers will always be near

Sisters Katrina Clayton Hall and Nina Nina
Davenport had mixed feelings about the Sept.
18 game since they grew up in a FAMU
household but attended USF.

and dear to their hearts.
There is no experience quite like college
football pageantry. Those
who were raised up on it
are now instilling the
spirit into their children.
When it is show time,
few do it better than
FAMU and the Marching 100. But still, Tampa
is USF country, and you
might get a horn if you
mess with the Bulls.
Jonathan Wiggins,
FAMU Drum Major

The Boogie Harris family

The St. Pete Alumni Chapter of
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. Kappa Leaguers
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Online school?
BY DACIA JACKSON
Youth Contributor

PINELLAS COUNTY –
Due to COVID-19, students all over the world
have resorted to virtual
learning. And just like any
other school, online school,
Florida Virtual School
(FLVS), specifically, has
pros and cons.
Pros
Expectations, nonetheless, are made to ensure
the success of every student like any other school:
public, private, boarding,
etc. FLVS requires students to submit two assignments per core class and
one assignment per elective class every week.
This makes for a vigorous schedule, with 7–12page lessons that include
vital information that will
determine the passing of
an
assignment/assessment. You are expected to
follow the guidelines, directions, and rubrics for all assignments
when
submitting work. This

strict grading system is balanced by the ability to retake
quizzes
and
assignments as long as
they are not pretests or
exams.
Students are also required to complete one
DBA per semester. A DBA
is a discussion-based assessment, where you have
one-on-one time with your
teacher to answer questions about the lesson. Having these one-on-one talks
ensures understanding of
the topics.
Good grades are an expectation. If a student is failing, FLVS has the right and
authority to expel a student.
Each class has one
hour of live lessons. Attending a live lesson is not required for middle or high
school but is highly recommended. Some studies are
recorded so you can go
back and listen to them
later. Extra practice, guided
notes, and lessons are all
reviewed in live sessions.
Flexibility is a given.

Today you’re sick, tomorrow you don’t feel like signing on, but the next day
you want to go to class, and
that’s alright if you complete your work before Friday evening!
Depending on your
schedule, you can work
ahead and have no school
on Fridays. Or even finish
semester one of school in
mid-November and be free
until January. And still, the
plethora of pros don’t end
there.
If you’re uncomfortable
with going full virtual
school without knowing
what you’re getting yourself into, that’s alright. You
can take a flex course. In-

terested in world languages? They’ve got tons.
From American Sign Language 1 and 2 to French 15 to Spanish 1-4, and even
Hebrew and Latin 1-3.
College prepping and
pure interest courses ranging from calculus to marine
biology, anatomy, physiology to economics, and
English to psychology. AP
classes, art, music, theater,
computer sciences, peer
counseling, and any other
technical
education
courses you’re interested
in are all offered on FLVS.
Literally, any career that
you want to pursue, there’s
a course all about it.
So, whether it’s course

vThe following job(s) are currently available:
• Maintenance & Repair Worker (Job ID 28035)
• Maintenance Technician (Job ID 28037)
For information regarding the position(s) listed above, please visit:
www.usfsp.edu/jobs or contact USFSP Human Resources
at usfsp-recruitment@usf.edu
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution.Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive

WE ENCOURAGE
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recovery or fear of COVID19, FLVS is the way to go!
Cons
Not as much a con,
more like a warning: Integrity is the most important thing when completing
assignments. The only way
you will profit from virtual
school is if you are the person completing assignments.
No help from people in
your family or online programs (while taking tests).
If you need help on an assignment or assessment,
contacting your teachers
would be the way to go.
They’re there to help you
succeed.
If a student is caught
using anything except for
lessons provided and notes
taken, they can virtually be
expelled from FLVS. The
issue of integrity is strictly
applied.
Plagiarism is another
concern in virtual schools.
FLVS uses several programs to check for plagiarism. If you so much as
copy a sentence without
using quotations, you will
be issued a plagiarism

warning. And this is nothing to mess with.
Tips
If I have been more
than convincing and you
are enrolling right now, let
me give you some advice.
Goals! Setting goals for
yourself is very important.
If you don’t plan how you
want your week, day, or
even year to go, you may
not pass your class.
Now, if you’re the type
of person that can wing it,
go ahead. However, creating a pace chart for yourself and a date you
definitely want to be done
with your class(es) will
give you a chance to have
that free time that’s well
overdue.
If you haven’t already,
check out flvs.net. Click
courses, whichever grade
you’re in, and either select
flex or full-time. Good luck!
Dacia Jackson is 13
years old and is currently
taking a journalism class
via Florida Virtual School.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.

“God’s House To The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

Please join us on our Zoom Ministry Line:
Meeting ID: 226-033-6850 Dial-in #: 1-929-436-2866
Sunday Prayer Service: 9:00 a. m.
Sunday Church School: 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study: 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Dear Reader: Run with Endurance, and
Allow Perseverance to be Your Baton

How can we glorify You, Lord?
Continue to love
Continue to care
Continue to forgive
Continue to share
Continue to repent
Continue to pursue Continue to press
Continue to endure
Continue to trust
Continue to pray
Continue to persist Continue to obey
Continue to intercede
Continue to give
Continue to receive
Continue to live

Continue to be humble
Continue to be in GOD’s will.
Give GOD all the glory !
Continue to love
Continue to care
Continue in the name of JESUS and
write your vision from your heart;
Continue to abide with JESUS and know
He will never depart.
Continue to keep blessing others, and
boldly walk by faith;
Continue to share GOD’s peace and love
that leads you straight to Heaven’s gate.”
AMEN

Continue to hope Continue to stand
Continue to grow Continue to command
Continue to create
Continue to seek Continue to watch
Continue to wait
Continue to be grateful
Continue to be still

“Finally, dear brothers and sisters, we
urge you in the name of the LORD
JESUS to live in a way that pleases GOD,
as we have taught you. You live this way
already, and we encourage you to do so
even more. For you remember what we
taught you by the authority of the LORD
JESUS.” 1 Thessalonians 4:1-2 NLT

Dear Reader,
I’m not sure how my words
will find you when you read
them, but I pray that they find
you well and bring you hope
and perspective.
I would like to speak to you
for a moment today concerning the attributes of a father,
for they care for and comfort
their children when they need
comfort and encourage them
when they need courage.
If these attributes can live
within your earthly father, then
imagine how much more so
they exist within your Heavenly Father who created them.
“Every good gift and every
perfect gift is from above, and
cometh down from the Father
of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning” (James 1:17 KJV).
Sons and daughters alike,

there isn’t a problem that you
face that you can’t bring to
your Heavenly Father; for He
will care for you, encourage
you, and be there for you when
you need Him the most. And
these are the attributes of your
Heavenly Father.
If these attributes can live
within an earthly father, imagine the beauty of these attributes when you pray to your
Heavenly Father. Bring Him
your tears, bring Him your
troubles, and don’t be afraid to
bring Him your brokenness.
Allow your Heavenly Father to care for you because
you don’t have to be strong
alone.
My dear reader, there is no
failure in our weakness, for His
strength is made perfect there.
There is no defeat in that – just
a refuge and powerful place of

safety. I want you to know that
you are not alone, and it is my
prayer that this column will
make you feel as though you
have a place to belong and
somewhere to call home.
Share your story and
prayer requests below or
at SenecaHoward.com/contact
, and our team will be sure to
keep you lifted in our prayers.
P.S.,
Yours
Truly,
The Writer Seneca Howard
www.SenecaHoward.com
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.friendshipstpetersburg.org
Email: fmbc3300@outlook.com
YouTube: FMBC The Ship

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2021

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship ............................................................8:45 a.m. “The Hour of Power”
Sunday School.........................................................................................................8:00 a.m.
Wednesday in the Word........................................................................................................
12:30 p.m. via ZOOM - ACCESS CODE: 599-819-6863 PASSWORD: 778769
7:00 p.m. via ZOOM - ACCESS CODE: 509-102-8823 PASSWORD: THESHIP
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
You Know My Name – Rev. 19:11-16

St. Mark M.B. Church
Working In the Valley –
Exodus 17:8-13
Pastor Brown returned
with a continuation of the
unannounced series ‘In the
Valley’. The referenced scripture is a description of the battle Israel faced against the
Amalekites in Rephidim.
From these verses Pastor
Brown’s message let us know
there are things God requires
of us in our valley moments
and even in valley moments
we can win.
God had given Moses the
battle plan. Moses was to
stand on the hill with the rod
of God and Joshua and their
army would be in the valley.
This is a reminder that we are
always in a lower posture, for
God is above us. Heaven represents the mountain and the
earth we live upon is the valley.
The valley of life is pitted with
ups and downs. Joshua is required to wage war against an
enemy attempting to keep
them from experiencing all
God had in store for them. We
too have an enemy in our lives
who wants to steal, kill, and destroy. Work will be required,
which may not be easy. No
matter what task is before us
in the valley, God requires that
we work and if we do so God
will work for us.
Pastor Brown gave us
three requirements of us while
working in the valley. The first,
from verse 11, You Must Work
With Your Team. We are not
to work alone but with others.
Yet everybody does not need
to be with us in the valley, for
they may make things harder
because they were not designed to be encourages in the
valley. God lets us choose who
goes with us in the valley.
Those we choose should have
strength, knowledge and favor
we don’t have. God let Joshua

choose out men to fight. We
should allow God to help us
choose those who can help us
in the valley. We need to be
particular because some will
not be of help. Good partners
play to our strength and cover
our weaknesses. Are we
choosing people who try to
tear down our strength and
who play on our weaknesses?
God does not want us stuck in
the valley. We are to pass
through so we can see God at
his best.
The second requirement
from verses 11 and 12, Work
Through Your Trials. Joshua
saw there were moments of
winning and moments of defeat. Early in the morning
Joshua is battling and they are
winning but later they are
being defeated but he does not
stop fighting. Joshua does not
know that Moses has gotten
tired. Everything may not be
going as we hope but we are
not to allow trials to be a setback. Weeping may endure
for a night, but joy comes in
the morning. We keep working when everything goes our
way and when they don’t. We
work until God works it out, in,
through and around to show
us that our labor is not in vain.
God is trying to show us that
while we’re working through
it, he’s already worked it out.
While Joshua didn’t know that
Moses had gotten tired, God
used Aaron and Hur to help
Moses as they sat him on a
rock and held up his hands so
that Israel would have the victory. If we quit, we miss the
moment for God to show us
that he will work through us to
victory if we keep working.
God will do his part but will
we?
The last requirement

Rev. Brian K. Brown,
Pastor
from verse 13, Work Using
Your Tool. Joshua did not go
to battle unarmed. He went
with his tool, a sword. He
knew he needed something in
his hand to have victory in the
valley. In Philippians we are
told to be spiritually dressed in
mechanism to keep the
enemy from doing us harm.
The only active weapon spoken of in Philippians is the
sword, the word of God. We
are to fight a good fight of faith.
Many of us have a bible but
are we using it? Joshua discomfited the enemy with the
edge of the sword. He knew
where the power of cutting
was, the razor edge of the
sword. In order for the bible
to do its work, we need to let it
become sharp in our minds so
that it does the work for us,
cutting down whatever is in
our way. It’s not enough just to
have a bible, we need to know
it. We need to recognize that
most of our battles are not outside of us but within us. The
only one who really knows us
is God. He will draw out of us
what is deep within as we lock
in with him, follow, and listen
to him by his word. In the valley is the best time to get deep
in God’s word, the tool he has
given us, his word.
Join us Sunday mornings
in the sanctuary or via livestream on YouTube @ St
Mark MBC at 10:20 for Sunday School, worship service at
10:45 a.m., and bible study on
Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Visions needs Visuals
“The word of the Lord
came to me say, Jeremiah,
what do you see? And I
said, I see a rod of an almond
tree
(Jeremiah
1:11).”
God
communicates
with us in various ways.
Sometimes it’s in words,
and other times it may be
through pictures. A vision
is a big picture. It is razor
sharp and cuts through the
images of lack, limitation,
or impossibility. A vision
shows you what God can do
with, thru, and as you.
As a visionary, God may
call you to gather other people together who connect
with the vision and have a
piece of the puzzle. “With-

out a vision, the people perish (Proverbs 28:19).” A vision keeps you alive and
moving in the direction of
your good and your Divine
purpose.
“Write the vision and
make it plain upon the tables so that he that reads it
can run with it (Habakkuk
2:1-4).” Like God told
Habakkuk, the prophet
when you receive a vision,
write it down. With a written vision, as challenges
arise in the fulfillment of the
vision, you can always go
back to the original document to keep you on target.
A utility knife holds the
razor blade in place so that
it can cut wood, cardboard,

or other materials. After receiving the razor blade of vision, you need a utility knife
of visualization to help you
hold the vision steady.
Visualization is an “in
your face” reminder of the
vision and gives you a quick
assessment of where you
are in the process of the vision coming to pass. An example of visualization is a
Vision Board with your
goals for the year, a screen
saver on your phone or
computer or even a post-itnote on your mirror or refrigerator. You just need
something to keep God’s vision ever before you.

God knows everyone’s
name. He woke us, he gives
us breath, our hearts beat,
he opens our eyes in the
morning, he’s given us activity of our hands and feet,
and as such God knows our
name and he alone is worthy
of all praise and glory. The
scriptures declare, let everything that hath breath praise
the Lord.
Minister Miffin brought
the message on Sunday with
three points for consideration. The first point, You
Know My Name – It’s Faithful and True. The horse in
verse 11verse represents
power, honor, speed, and
war. It’s color, white, means
God has the victory. Faithful
means steadfast, dedicated,
dependable, worthy, trustworthy. We can depend, rely
on and trust in God. He is
faithful so we must have
faith in him. God will never
break his promises to us. He
will never fail or abandon us.
When people are not faithful, we can remember that
God is always faithful. What
makes God faithful? He has
said he will never leave us
nor forsake us; he declares
that he is the same yesterday, today and forever. God

is faithful because he is not
a man that he should lie. He
is faithful because he
changes not. How is God
faithful to us? He is faithful
in his personal relationships
with us, with new mercies,
unconditional loves, his love,
his forgiveness, grace, his
blessings, and his promises.
God himself says his name
is faithful and true.
The second point, You
Know My Name – My Name
is the Word of God. We need
the word of God. It is written
in Isaiah that the grass withers, the flower fadeth but the
word of our God shall stand
forever. The bible contains
the word of God. It is our
manual. It gives us spiritual
instructions. During these
pandemic times we need the
word of God. We need God
in all aspects of our lives. We
need to read, carry, and
speak the word of God.
Matthew tells us man shall
not live by bread alone but
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God. We need to speak the
word as Jesus spoke the
word.
The final point, You
Know My Name – My Name
is Jesus. In Revelation 19:16

the
thigh
represents
strength. When we stand
the thigh holds us up. Jesus
is the King of king and the
Lord of lords. We need
Jesus. Jesus’ name means
the Lord is salvation or the
Lord saves. There is power
in the name of Jesus. His
name is excellent, glorious,
wonderful, powerful, and
the greatest name. We can
call on Jesus at any and all
times. Philippians tells us
that God hath highly exalted
him and given him a name
above all names. Jesus is alfa
and omega, the beginning,
and the end. He is the son of
the living God. He is Jehovah Jireh, our provider; he is
Jehovah Shalom, our peace;
He is Jehovah Nissi, our battleax. He reigns in victory. It
was Jesus who died on Calvary and rose on the third
day to save us from our sins.
He is the one we need to call
on.
We invite you to join us
on Sunday morning in the
sanctuary or through livestream on YouTube @ St
Mark MBC at 10:20 for Sunday School, worship service
at 10:45 a.m. each Sunday
with bible study on Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m.
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